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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2009-311
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: April 14, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference: F, PHS
Date of Analysis: April 16, 2009
Type of Action: Appropriation; carry-over authorization; employee position authorization
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $749,370 in U.S. Department of Justice grant funds to the Department of Recreation and Community Services to establish a dedicated domestic violence court through a collaborative partnership among the City, State Attorney’s Office, Sheriff’s Office, Fourth Judicial Circuit Court, and Hubbard House.  The bill authorizes the carry-over of the grant to FY09-10 and authorizes the creation of two positions – a Social Service Specialist in the Behavioral and Human Services Division and a police officer in the JSO.
Background Information: The purpose of the appropriation is to provide funding to be used to improve public safety by enhancing victim safety and offender accountability in cases of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault and stalking through a project that will: convene a court planning working group to focus on integrating the domestic violence court into the existing judicial framework; hire and train domestic violence court staff; establish and implement a case management system for the court; support two advocates for Hubbard House to provide advocacy services for domestic violence victims; support an in-custody batterer’s intervention group; and, establish and create communication procedures to enhance offender accountability.  The appropriation is made to pay and offset expenses and obtain cost reimbursements for the entire grant year from October 1, 2008, the beginning of the grant funding period, through September 30, 2010.
Policy Impact Area: Domestic violence prevention and response.
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates a federal grant of $749,370 with no local match.
Analyst: Clements
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